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Miss Eirian James 
 
I am AGAINST the proposal, and would say NO to every option put forward. 
 
Having read the consultation document, I have the following questions and 
comments: 
 
*Why were not the real stakeholders, the people with most at stake, i.e. those 
whose lives will be blighted by these machines - why were they not consulted at 
a far earlier stage? 
* 'Environmental Assessment' (page 2)  - why assume that there will be any 
growth in manned air traffic?  At this time of financial hardship,  and with 
climate change high on the agenda, one imagines less flying activity, nor more, 
so the emphasised environmental benefit of unmanned aircraft compared to manned 
aircraft has no real basis. 
*'Safety and Privacy' (page 3) - What is this 'code of practice'?    
Where can I obtain a copy?   Who will ensure that the code is adhered   
to?  Do all UAVs carry cameras? 
*What proven need is there for this extended airspace, apart from the military? 
*Until UAS technology has been fully demonstrated to fly safely over unpopulated 
areas, why risk people's safety by testing them over populated areas? 
*Parc Aberporth was built using Objective 1 money, meant for civilian purposes, 
not the military.  What civilian companies want to come to Parc Aberporth? 
*Why was there no Exhibition Day, with drone flying demonstrations this year? 
Were the locals not meant to hear and experience a day with UAVs? 
*RAT is already employed - how was this allowed?  No consultation with the local 
people took place. 
*The Welsh Assembly Government's pursuance of an Airspace Change is termed in 
their consultation paper as a 'justifiable endeavour'.  Is it not desperation? 
Pure speculation?  Having invested so heavily in Parc Aberporth, the Assembly 
cannot think of any other use for this 'white elephant'? 
*What happens when the radio link between operator and aircraft fails? 
*What assurance can we have that the UAVs will only fly within the existing 
licensed hours for Aberporth (9.00 till 17.00)? 
*Though giving a table setting out peak noise levels, it appears that no 
certified, official noise data exists for unmanned aircraft, as exists for 
manned vehicles.  How can this be termed a true comparison? 
*Visual Intrusion - I have witnessed low flying military aircraft, and a Hermes 
450.  In my opinion, the latter creates far more of a visual intrusion.  Before 
giving the 'go-ahead' to a project of such importance as this, everyone who will 
be affected should be given the opportunity of experiencing the impact, both 
audible, and visual created by UAVs.  Then, they should be asked their opinion. 
Is it fair to ask for their comments on something about which they know little 
or nothing?  Is it fair to ask them to take the word of the Assembly Government, 
about a project that the Assembly themselves are sponsoring? How can this 
consultation be called independent? 
*Will the operator of the UAV flying out of Aberporth have to be in Aberporth?  
Could the UAVs be controlled from elsewhere in the world? 
*The consultation process was not adequately advertised.  Why were there not 
proper meetings/open discussions, instead of poorly advertised 'drop-in events'? 
 
 
 
In brief, I cannot see that there is an economic argument for this project .  If 
companies do come to Aberporth to test their machines, they will come with their 
staff 'in tow'.  The most we could expect is some employment in the maintenance 
department.  No thought has been given to the Tourism Industry, which is at the 
heart of this area's survival. UAVs and tourists do not go together. If the plan 



for Parc Aberporth and the West Wales Airport from the very beginning was for it 
to be a Centre of Excellence for UAVs, then why were we not informed at the 
start?  If UAVs were not in the picture from the beginning, then this is merely 
an act of pure desperation, and a lack of imagination. This project, if it goes 
ahead will deprive us of our peace, privacy, and safety. It will also make the 
area a target - a real Danger Zone. 
 
The Members of the Welsh Assembly Government (sponsor of this scheme) have been 
elected to care for the welfare of the people of this country, to guard their 
human rights, not destroy them! 
 
 
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority 

I refer to this consultation, responses to which were due by 28th July, 2009, and which has been brought to 
our attention by the Council for National Parks. We were surprised not to have been consulted directly, as 
we had given our time at an earlier stage in the process, when we met consultants who had been engaged 
to consider potential issues. 

Nonetheless we are broadly happy that our views and suggestions at that stage have been reflected in the 
current proposals, and I am writing to confirm that the National Park Authority has no objections to them. Of 
the options put forward we would favour Option 1 in particular, as this would have the least impact in terms 
of flying over or close to the national park. 

Director of Conservation and Planning 

Mrs Susan Galrich 
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Mrs Shan Elin Davies 

 
Miss Sara James 

 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
An Airspace Change to Establish Segregated Airspace for The Wales Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) 
Environment – Consultation 
Newid Gofod Awyr i Sefydlu Gofod Awyr ar Wahân ar Gyfer Amgylchedd Systemau  
Awyrennau Di-Griw Cymru - Ymgynghoriad 


















